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st
he 1  Conference of Certified Librarians in Nigeria digital revolution taking place in the country and the 

th rd
was held from 18  – 23  May, 2014 at the world at large. The conference attracted experts in

auditorium of the National Universities Commission 
Maitama, Abuja. The theme of the conference was 
“Transforming Librarianship for National Growth and 
Development” and the objective was to deliberate on 
current and emerging trends in the Library and 
Information Science sector and proffer solutions to 
key challenges in the sector. 

Speaking at the opening ceremony, the 
Honourable Minister of State and Supervising 
Minister of Education, Chief (Barr.) Nyesom Wike 
informed the audience that the Federal government 
in partnership with State governments is planning to 
turn Public Libraries in Nigeria into Public Access 
Venues. The aim of this is to provide Nigerians reliable 

 and affordable access to Information and 
the Library and Information Science sector (LIS)Communication Technologies. According to him, 
within and outside Nigeria. There were “Plans are underway to work with State governments 
representatives from the American Library to reposition Public Libraries in Nigeria as Public 
Association, the US Mission in Nigeria and Ghana Access Venues. This will enable libraries engage with 
Library Association. Other dignitaries in attendance communities to provide such services as E-learning 
were: The acting High Commissioner of Ghana, His services, Health and Gender Information Services, 
Excellency Mr. Charles Baah; the Executive Career Counseling Services, Youth Collection and 
Secretary, National Universities Commission, Prof. Gaming Stations and Small Business Counseling, 
Julius Okojie; the Registrar/CEO, Veterinary Council among others”.
of Nigeria, Dr. Markus Avong; Representatives of the Delivering an address of welcome, the 
Registrar/CEO, Teachers' Registration Council of Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie re-iterated 
Nigeria, Mrs. A. T. Meleta; the Director/CEO of the need to revamp librarianship in a time that 
National Library of Nigeria, Mr. Chuks Ifewekwu; the information users' method of accessing information 
President, Nigeria Library Association, Alhaji has shifted largely from print materials to electronic 
Rilwanu Abdulsalam and the President, Ghana information via computer networks. Many speakers 
Library Association, Dr. Perpetua Dadzie.that made presentations during the conference 

One of the key issues contained in the focused on making the library and the librarian more 
communiqué that was raised by the participants skillful to remain valuable in the information age. 
was the harmonization of the curriculum used in all The keynote speaker and wife of the Vice 
library schools in Nigeria.  Three hundred and sixty President of Ghana, Mrs. Matilda Amissah-Arthur 
four (364) participants were in attendance. who is a librarian, urged the library and information 

science professionals to reposition themselves for the 

stLRCN holds 1  Conference of Certified
Librarians in Nigeria

Cross section of participants at the Conference

(FEDERAL MINISTRY OF EDUCATION)
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LRCN holds 1st Conference of Certified 

Librarians in Nigeria

IFLA Africa Section standing 
committee mid-term meeting @ 

Kumasi, Ghana

10 - year old Poet bags N6m scholarship at 

Librarians' Conference

LRCN Trains librarians on 
Integration of Social Media and Web 

3.0 in Library Operations

Dr. Okojie @ Port Harcourt World Book 
Capital City event calls for more 

neighbourhood libraries & improved reading 
habits

“Cultivate good reading habit”, Okojie 
tells Nigerian Children

eBooks to complement the Print media 
says  Dr. Okojie at the 4th Nigeria 

International Book Fair

New NLA FCT Chapter Exco visits Dr. 
Okojie
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The IFLA Africa Section Standing Committee session will be tagged 'Libraries as Confluence of 
had its three day mid-term meeting at Kumasi, Knowledge for Emerging African Societies' while 

th thGhana from the 7  -10  February, 2014. The aim of the open forum theme is 'Libraries in Africa: 
the meeting was to enable the discussion of vital Meeting the needs of Children and Young Adults'.  
issues relating to the Library and Information Country reports were taken with activities and 
Science sector such as capacity building; exchange future plans discussed. Updates on IFLA 
of ideas on grants; sharing of regional challenges Governing Board; ALP BSLA; Engagement with 
and proffering solutions. During the meeting it was UN Post-2015 Development Agenda and IFLA 
revealed that librarians are gaining grounds and awards were also taken. The Abstracts submitted 
organizing series of trainings in various regions and for the Africa section joint programme with Child 
would in the near future attain the recognition section were discussed and 8 presentations were 
required to transform the sector positively. selected.

The Registrar/CEO Librarians' Registration Other issues discussed were improvements 
Council of Nigeria, Dr. Victoria Okojie, who is also on the 2014-2015 Strategic plan and goals: 
the Chair of the IFLA Africa section, while Promoting and supporting the development of the 
expressing her appreciation to the members of the profession in the region through the strengthening 
committee for their selfless commitment towards of Library Associations; Increasing awareness of 
African development which reflected in their the role of libraries in promoting literacy and 
constant attendance and valuable contributions at reading skills development in this area; advocating 
the standing committee meetings, stressed the need for improved access to information and knowledge 
for adequate communication and feedback. She for development in Africa. A preconference for 
urged members to take and implement decisions and Africa section was also scheduled to hold in South 
goals arising from the meetings within their regions Africa during the IFLA WLIC, Cape Town, August, 
so as to bring about mutual development of all 2015 to look at repositioning the sector for Post 
regions within the continent. Dr. Okojie also 2015 MDGs. 
emphasized the need for Africa section members to Mrs. Bhule Mbambo-Thata spoke 
participate more actively in other IFLA sections and passionately on the need to build a Public Library 
get elected to their standing committees. sector and Network aimed at increasing the focus, 

impetus and strength of the leadership in the sector. 
She further urged the committee to focus on 
disaster management and establish partnership 
with institutions capable of supporting fundraising 
activities to enable effective functioning and broad 
based participation in the global network on 
information and knowledge development in 
Africa.To this end, committees were formed with 
action persons appointed to oversee projects 
touching on capacity building. In the course of the 
discussions, Kathy Matsika was elected as the 
Africa section information coordinator while 
Abraham Azubuike was appointed into the 
standards committee of IFLA.

The Chair in her closing remarks charged 
the committee members to work positively towards 

On the IFLA World Library and Information further accomplishments by the next standing 
Commission (WLIC), scheduled to hold at Lyon, committee meeting scheduled to hold at Nakuru, 

th th
France, in August, 2014, it was announced that the Kenya from the 5 -8  February, 2015. The meeting 
early bird registration ends in May, 2014. The poster had 18 Participants in attendance.

 IFLA Africa Section standing committee mid-
term meeting @ Kumasi, Ghana

Chair, IFLA Africa Section & Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. V. 
Okojie ( center ) addressing the meeting 
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10 - year old Poet bags N6m scholarship
at Librarians' Conference

 pupil of Heritage Academy, Wuse, Abuja, 2014 in the presence of the Registrar/CEO, LRCN Dr. 
th Master Chukwuemeka Obi-Obasi on 20

Victoria Okojie and her management team as well as AMay, 2014 thrilled guests and participants at 
st parents and teachers of the awardee.the 1  conference of certified librarians in Nigeria with 

a special poem on librarianship that earned him a 
scholarship worth millions of naira from the Federal 
Ministry of Education. The Honourable Minister of 
State and Supervising Minister of Education, Chief 
(Barr.) Nyesom Ezenwo Wike who was the Special 
Guest of Honour at the occasion announced the 
scholarship after the brilliant and captivating 
performance by the 10 - year old boy. Barrister Wike 
said that President Jonathan is committed to the 
development of young Nigerians. 

Speaking at the presentation of the award, the 

Registrar/CEO, LRCN Dr. Victoria Okojie said that 

the Council's policy on promotion of reading culture 

led to the discovery of the young talent. The award 

which was a Six-year scholarship valued at N6 million 

to cater for the awardee’s secondary school education 
thwas presented at the Minister's office on 28  May, 

A four day workshop on Integration of social of the Vice Chancellor, Kaduna State University, Dr. 
media and web 3.0 in library operations was Ahmed Babajo (DVC-Academics); the Registrar/CEO, 

th
held at the Kaduna State University, Kaduna from 7 - LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie; the University Librarian, Dr. 

th11  April, 2014. The aim of the workshop was to Umar Ibrahim; the Director, Kaduna State Library 
equip the participants with basic skills for Board, Mr. Musa Dona; the Chairman, Nigeria Library 
deployment of social media in Library and Association, Kaduna State Chapter, Mr. S.I. Bello and 
Information service delivery. the Director, Professional Services Department, LRCN, 

 In her welcome address the Registrar/CEO, Mr. Dele Omotoso. There were sixty five (65) 
Dr. Victoria Okojie, stated that LRCN is committed to participants at the workshop.
ensuring that information professionals in Nigeria 
are at par with their counterparts in developed 
countries of the world. The council hopes to 
continue to pursue this agenda through its 
Mandatory Continued Professional Development 
(MCPD) in line with the Transformation Agenda of 
the Federal Government and the aspirations of the 
Federal Ministry of Education.

Among the dignitaries in attendance were: 
the representative of Kaduna State Commissioner 
for Education, Alhaji Ya'u Jumari; the representative 

ndThe Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie (2  from right) presenting 
Master Chukwuemeka Obi-Obasi to the Hon. Minister

LRCN trains librarians on Integration of Social 
Media and Web 3.0 in Library Operations

The Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. V. Okojie presenting the 

Welcome address
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Dr. Okojie @ Port Harcourt World Book Capital City event calls for 
more neighbourhood libraries & improved reading habits

Port Harcourt, the capital of Rivers State, Nigeria on being the World Book Capital City. He also commended 
ndthe 22  of April, 2014 commenced its one year the Rainbow Book Club and those who contributed in 

reign as the current World Book Capital City. Port making the bid come through. The ceremony was graced 
th Harcourt is proudly the 14 city in the world and the first by eminent personalities from public and private sector, 

Sub-Saharan African city to become the world book renowned authors, e.t.c from within and outside the 
capital city. The World Book Capital City (WBCC) is country.
an initiative of the United Nations Educational, Highlight of the occasion was the official 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) handover by the Deputy Governor, Bangkok, Mr. Amorn 
introduced in 2001. Kitchawenghul to the Governor of Rivers State, 

Speaking in one of the events marking the Governor Rotimi Amaechi.
celebration of the Port Harcourt World Book Capital 
City (PHWBCC), the Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. 
Victoria Okojie pointed out the need for improved 
reading habits in Nigeria and setting up of 
Neighbourhood libraries with books donated by both 
outsiders and inhabitants of the neighbourhood to 
encourage reading either in print or e-formats by the 
privileged and under privileged in the society.

In his opening remarks, the chairman of the 
occasion and Nigeria's former head of State, General 
Abdulsalami Abubakar congratulated Port Harcourt for 

eBooks to complement the Print media says  
th

Dr. Okojie at the 4  Nigeria International Book Fair  

T
thhe 4  Nigeria International Book Fair was held not intended to replace the Print media, rather it is 

th thfrom 5  to 10  May, 2014 at the Multi-Purpose meant to complement it. She further encouraged the 
Hall C, University of Lagos, Akoka-Yaba, Lagos. The Book Trade Sector to “examine the eBook, embrace it, 
theme of the Book Fair was “Emergence of E-Book be a part of it, own it and drive its future direction”.
and the Survival of Physical Book in Africa”. The aim Among the dignitaries at the occasion were: 
of the conference was to sensitize the public on the fact the Speaker, House of Representatives and the Special 
that the eBook has not come to replace physical books, Guest of Honour, Hon. Tambuwal Waziri Aminu who 
rather both are meant to complement each other. was represented by the House Committee Chairman 

The chairman of Nigeria Book Fair Trust on Education, Hon. Aminu Suleiman; Chairman of the 
(NBFT), Mr. Samuel Kolawole in his welcome address occasion, Alhaji Akin Olajide and the Managing 
stated that the use of digital channels has further Director, Africa, Repro India Ltd, Mr. Mukesh 
enhanced the attainment of the objective of Nigeria Dhruve.
Book Fair Trust which is to bring books closer to the The highlight of the occasion was the award of 
people. He further stated that the theme of this year's appreciation presented to the Special Guest of Honour, 
Book Fair was carefully selected to revisit the print Hon. Tambuwal Waziri Aminu, CFR; the Chairman of 
versus digital debate put forth by stakeholders in the the occasion, Alhaji Akin Olajide and the Keynote 
industry. Members of the Nigeria Book Fair Trust Speaker, Dr. Victoria Okojie. 
(NBFT) include: Nigerian Publishers; Nigerian 
Booksellers Association; Nigerian Library 
Association; Nigerian Book Foundation; Association 
of Nigerian Authors; Association of Nigerian Printers 
and Academic and Non-Fiction Authors Association of 
Nigeria

The keynote speaker and Registrar/CEO, 
LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie while delivering her speech 
urged Librarians to take the lead in advocating for 
better use of the electronic media, pointing out that it is 

Dr. V. Okojie (  with other panelists at the eventnd2  from righ)

Dr. Okojie delivering the keynote address at the event
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“Cultivate good reading habit”, Okojie 
tells Nigerian Children

The National Library of Nigeria organized a illiterate people in the world, developing countries 
Reading Promotion Campaign at its FCT branch especially Africa represent a huge percentage.

Declaring the campaign open, the Minister of Area 2, Garki as part of activities marking the 2014 
State and Supervising Minister of Education, Chief children's day celebration. Delivering her goodwill 
(Barr.) Nyesom Wike, represented by the Permanent message, the Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria 
Secretary, Dr. MacJohn Nwobiala applauded the Okojie called on Nigerian children to cultivate good 
National Library of Nigeria for creating this platform reading habit that will enable them read a lot of books 
through which children and the general public will be so that they can make positive impact on Nigeria's 
sensitized on the need for improved reading culture. development. Dr. Okojie said that Nigerians should be 

Digni tar ies  in  a t tendance  were  the  encouraged to read because reading is key to 
Director/CEO, National Library of Nigeria, Mallam achieving academic breakthrough anywhere in the 
Habib Jato; the President, Nigerian Library world. 
Association, Alhaji Rilwanu Abdulsalami; among Making reference to a study carried out on 
others.Readership Culture by Nigerians, the Statistics 

showed that 40 percent of adult Nigerians never read a 
non-fiction book from cover to cover after they finish 
school and that the average Nigerian reads less than 
one book per year while only one percent of 
successful men and women in Nigeria read one non-
fiction book per month. The same study revealed that 
30 million Nigerians have graduated from high school 
with poor reading skills but that is not so in developed 
nations. About 99% of British citizens can read and 
write while the same cannot be said of Nigeria. The 
study further showed that out of the 814 million 

LRCN unveils its activities at JCCE meeting

The 2013 Joint Consultative Committee on has enormous rewards on our education system and 
Education (JCCE) Reference Meetings was called for the implementation of  all reforms on access 

th th
held from 26  -28  May, 2014 at the Public and equity.  On a cheering note, he announced that all 

Service Institute, Kubwa, Abuja. The theme of the our memoranda presented by the Council in the 
meeting was “Access and Equity: Imperative for previous year were all approved in the Plenary and 
National Development”. NCE respectively.

In his opening remarks, the Chairman Information memorandum on major activities 
Reference Committee on Quality Assurance Mr. of LRCN in 2013 was presented and accepted. LRCN 
Ijagbemi, F. S. welcomed all delegates to the 2013 was represented by Chief Librarian, Noram B. Amako.
JCCE Reference Committee meeting on Quality 
Assurance, especially the first timers. While reiterating 
the theme, he lauded the timing as appropriate as the 
development and growth of any nation depends on 
public education.  He further emphasized that most 
nations of the world are striving to ensure that education 
is accessible to the citizenry. He also noted the 
importance of education in preparing the citizens to 
function effectively in the society, thus the need to 
provide access and equity in education.  He concluded 
by saying that commitment to quality assurance process 

The Director/CEO, National Library of Nigeria 
Mal. H. Jato  presenting the welcome address 

Mrs. Noram B. Amako making presentation at the meeting
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e-Libraries in Nigeria get draft standards

Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria proliferation of e-libraries in Nigeria is a good 
(LRCN) in collaboration with the National development but requires the application of 

Information Technology Development Agency standards and guidelines that reflect global best 
(NITDA) and Consultancy Support Services Limited practices.  She said the document will address issues 
has produced a draft standard for e-libraries in such as standards and guidelines in collection 

th
Nigeria. In a meeting of stakeholders held from 11  – management; intellectual property and  digital  

th
12  June, 2014 in Lagos, they came up with a draft rights  management;  content,  especially  local  
minimum standards and guidelines for setting up and content  development;  metadata  and library  
managing e-Libraries in Nigeria. The standards cover management  software;  security;  preservation  and  
the following areas: infrastructure, document conservation  and  monitoring  and evaluation 
management processes, hardware and software systems. 
management, staffing as well as accessibility 
mechanisms.

Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie, 
said e-libraries have come to stay as part of the library 
services in the 21st century, therefore developing 
standards to regulate their establishment and 
deployment is indeed a step in the right direction. The 
guidelines will benefit the State Governments, Local 
Governments, Government Agencies and Academic 
entities which had no standards before now. The 
standards are intended to be used in conjunction with 
more detailed standards and guidelines which suit 
indigenous needs and conditions. Library managers 
are expected  to use  their  experience  and judgment 
to  apply these  standards  and  guidelines  in  
accordance  with  the  exigencies  and  possibilities  
of  local conditions. Dr. Okojie noted that 

Hon Minister of Communication Technology, 
Mrs. Omobola Johnson

Director General NITDA, Mr. Peter 
Jack

The Registrar/CEO,LRCN, Dr. V. 
Okojie

LRCN gets Anti corruption Unit

The Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria Departments and Agencies (MDAs) of government 
Anti Corruption and Transparency Monitoring through information dissemination and exchange.

th
Unit (ACTU) was established on 10  March, 2014 at Members of LRCN ACTU comprise of Mr. 
the Council's head office, Abuja. Present at the Adetimi Adeyanju, Mr. Allahde Shehu, Mrs. Juliet 
inaugural ceremony were the Registrar/CEO, Dr. Chigbu, Mal. Farid El-Yakub and Miss Sylvia Fidoro. 
Victoria Okojie who was represented by the Director, Oath of allegiance was administered on the members by 
Professional Services Department, Mr. Dele an ICPC official.
Omotoso, LRCN Management Staff, Independent 
Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences 
Commission (ICPC) Officials and members of Staff of 
the Council. 

In her opening remarks, the Registrar/CEO 
stated that the establishment of ACTU and other 
similar units is a requirement for all government 
organs for effective services and proper adherence to 
the rule of law. 

The ICPC representative who spoke at the 
inauguration informed LRCN staff that ACTU was 
established in 2001 with a mission to provide a central 
and credible medium for participation in fulfilling the 
mandate of fighting corruption in the Ministries, 

Oath taking by LRCN ACTU members
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New NLA FCT Chapter Exco visits Dr. Okojie

T
th rd

he Chairman of Nigerian Library Association, FCT librarians scheduled to hold from 18  to 23  May, 2014. 
Chapter Mr. Abiodun Jaja led a delegation of the Speaking further, she said that at the conference, 

newly elected Executive Committee of the association  younger librarians will have the opportunity to talk to 
to the office of the Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria seasoned professionals and leaders of the Library and 
Okojie. The aim of the visit was to identify with Dr. Information Science sector. She said there will be a 
Okojie and the Council and seek her support for the new poster session for library associations and all academic, 
administration of NLA, FCT Chapter. school, special, public and government libraries to 

Speaking during the courtesy call, Mr. Jaja said articulate their issues and showcase their various 
that the visit was their first outing since they assumed innovations. Dr. Okojie also informed the group that 
duties and their mission was “to solicit support to help there are lots of opportunities for public libraries as 
take NLA, FCT to the next level”. He further said “we some international organizations such as Electronic 
acknowledge the good work LRCN is doing, we are Information for Libraries (eifl); IREX and Bill and 
proud of you and are happy to identify with LRCN”. Melinda Gates Foundation have indicated their 
Top among their request was for the Registrar's interests.
intervention so that certified librarians will begin to 
receive some level of allowances being enjoyed by their 
counterparts in Research Institutes such as monthly 
professional allowances, hazard and uniform 
allowances etc.

In response, Dr. Okojie commended the effort of 
the immediate past Chairman of the chapter, Mr. Bonny 
Chukwu for raising the profile of the association and 
urged the new Chairman and his team to continue from 
where their predecessor stopped. The meeting was a 
good platform for the Registrar to give an update of 
LRCN 2014 activities and called on all the members to 
regularly visit the council's website. She highlighted the 
importance of the upcoming conference of certified 

LRCN sends forth outgoing staff 
1 th

0  March, 2014 was a memorable day for some and staff of LRCN for the maximum cooperation and 
pioneer staff of LRCN who have left the Council for love they enjoyed while working with the Council. 
other organizations. The Council organized a send Members of staff who had worked closely with them 
forth ceremony to appreciate them for their gave testimonies and accolades about them and also 
contributions towards the growth of the Council. prayed for their success in their new places of work. 

In her opening remarks, the Registrar/CEO, Gifts were presented to them by the Director, 
Dr. Victoria Okojie, represented by the Director Professional Services Department, Mr. Dele 
Professional Services Department, Mr. Dele Omotoso Omotoso.
welcomed all present at the event. She thanked the 
guests especially the former Chief Admin Officer, Mr. 
Pius Ejiga who came in the company of his wife for 
honouring the invitation. She said the ceremony was 
the first of its kind in the history of the Council. While 
commending the guests for their contributions to the 
organization, she advised the serving staff to emulate 
the humility, hardwork, punctuality and dedication to 
duty of Mr. Ejiga. Staff who were sent forth include: 
Mr. Pius Ejiga, Mr. Victor Igiamoh, Mr. Sambo 
Atanda, Mrs. Njideka Ojukwu and Mrs. Ogboye 
Oyindamola. 

In his vote of thanks on behalf of the other 
staff, Mr. Pius Ejiga thanked the entire management 

Group photograph of the Exco with the Registrar/CEO Dr. V. 
Okojie

Group Photograph



Pencom, PFAs sensitize LRCN Staff

officials of National Pension Commission of Pencom, Mr. Mamoud Mishual Zillang in his 
(PENCOM) and Pension Fund Administrators presentation, made a brief overview of the rationale for 

(PFAs) held an interactive session with members of the reform of pension scheme in Nigeria. In conclusion, 
staff of Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria he added that the role and responsibility of Pencom to 

th(LRCN) on Wednesday 15  January, 2014 at the Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs) is to 
Council's Conference room. The programme was liaise effectively with employers and PFAs and ensure 
organized to afford staff who have issues such as non- that employees' pension fund are well managed for easy 
remittance of their retirement savings to discuss with accessibility and retrieval. The interactive session was 
officials of National Pension Commission (PENCOM) wrapped up with Questions and Answer session during 
and their Pension Fund Administrators (PFAs). which staff were given opportunity to ask questions 

In her opening remarks, the Registrar/CEO that border on their retirement and retirement benefits.     
LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie, represented by the 
Director, Professional Services Department, Mr. Dele 
Omotoso thanked the guests for honouring the 
Council's invitation and stated that the forum would 
assist staff to better comprehend the concept and 
process involved in administering staff pension issues. 
She urged staff to take advantage of the opportunity 
provided by the forum to ask questions and clarify 
issues bordering on their pension remittances. 
Presentations were made by representatives of the 
various pension fund Administrators present which 
included ARM Pension, Legacy Pension, Trustfund 
Pension and Stanbic-IBTC Pension. 

The Head, Public Sector Pensions department 

The National Association of Library and information works other than the four-walls of 
Information Science Students (NALISS) libraries – like the movie industry, football viewing 

University of Abuja Chapter paid a familiarization centers among others. On the issue of course 
visit to the headquarters of Librarians' Registration accreditation, the Director advised that UniAbuja 

th
Council of Nigeria (LRCN), Abuja on 29  April, 2014. management is responsible for meeting all the 
The students were received by the Chief Information requirements of the National Universities 
and Protocol officer, Mrs. Ngozi Oboh on behalf of the Commission (NUC) for the accreditation to take place.
Council. The students were later taken round the Finally, the students' union president thanked LRCN 
various departments and sections of the Council by management and staff for the warm reception.  
Mal. Sani Abdullahi (Senior Librarian). The students' 
union president, Mr. Anthony Chibuoke on behalf of 
his colleagues, expressed joy for the warm reception 
the Council accorded them. He said they were 
encouraged by what they saw at the Council, showing 
that librarianship as a career is worthwhile. The major 
issues raised by the students were on entrepreneurship 
in library work, certification matters and concerns 
about their institution which is among the non-
accredited universities offering the library and 
information science course.

In response, the Director Professional Services 
Department, Mr. Dele Omotoso gave a vivid account 
of the activities of the Council to the students. He cited 
examples on how librarians are making life better in 

UniAbuja NALISS visits LRCN

LRCN Management & the guests

Group photograph with LRCN Management

9
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NHIS, HMO interact with LRCN Staff

A
thn interactive session was held on 20  February, limiting the rise in the cost of healthcare services and 

2014 at the Council's Headquarters with officials of equitable distribution of healthcare costs among 
the National Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) and the different income groups. He also took the audience 
Council's Health Management Organization (HMO) - through the processes involved in registration into the 
Wetlands Health Services. This was necessitated by a scheme, what health issues the scheme covers and what it 
series of complaints from members of staff about the does not cover as well as the benefits that a subscriber is 
inability to access health facilities at their designated entitled to. 
hospitals. Making a presentation on behalf of the HMO, 

The Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie, Mr. Andrew Ukauwa of Wetlands Health Limited, 
represented by the Deputy Director, Professional discussed the benefits of the scheme which include: 
Services Department, Alh. Ja'afaru A. Wase, expressed convenience, financial protection against huge medical 
the importance of health to all beings. She said that NHIS bills, offering preventive care advantage as well as 
is a scheme intended by the government to provide improvement in well being and productivity.
excellent healthcare services for both the formal and Questions and answers were taken and staff were advised 
informal sector. She urged staff to maximise the to channel their complaints directly to NHIS. NHIS help 
opportunity to acquire as much information as they need.      l i n  e  s   were made available to the staff for easy 

In his presentation, Mallam Nurudeen communication whenever the need arises.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Mohammed Ali of the Technical Operations Department 
(NHIS) enlightened the staff on the activities of Public 
Sector Social Health Insurance Programme. He stated 
that NHIS is a corporate body established under Act 35, 
1999 to provide Social Health Insurance in Nigeria 
where healthcare services of contributors are paid from 
the common pool of funds contributed by participants of 
the Scheme. The programme which was launched by the 
formal Sector on June 6, 2005 is for all Nigerians and 
legal residents. He also gave a detailed description of the 
objectives of the programme which include providing 
access to good healthcare, protection of families, 

LRCN Management and the guests

Senate pays oversight visit to LRCN

The Senate Committee on Education paid an manage the 74 e-libraries established by the Fund and 
oversight visit to Librarians' Registration Council for the training of librarians working in the libraries. She 

thof Nigeria on 30  June, 2014. During the visit, the added that LRCN  has  produced  draft  standards  for  
legislators commended the Council's capacity building different categories  of  libraries  in  Nigeria  including  
efforts. Chairman of the Committee, Comrade Uche the Academic, Public and Government libraries and 
Chukwumerije remarked that the visit was not aimed at provided a detailed, up to date report of all other 
fault-finding rather they  came as partners in progress to activities of the Council which the lawmakers described 
help in achieving President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan's as very comprehensive.
transformation agenda. Comrade Chukwumerije 
requested to know the Council's effort in bridging the 
skilled manpower gap in Nigeria.

Dr. Okojie in her response informed the guests 
that LRCN had so far carried out eleven (11) workshops 
that addressed various needs of the sector. She further 
explained that in the bid to fulfill its mandate, part of 
which is to equip librarians with the requisite skills and 
knowledge required for their jobs, the Council had gone 
into positive collaborations with both governmental and 
non governmental agencies. She said that the Council 
recently signed a memorandum of understanding with 
the Universal Service Provision Fund (USPF) to 

 L-R: Sen. Ayade, Dr Okojie, Comrade Chukwumerije & Sen.
Bagudu at the meeting
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LRCN Inaugrates
 

Servicom Unit

The programme marking the official inauguration of 
th th

LRCN Servicom unit was held between 13  and 14  
February 2014 at LRCN conference room. In her opening 
remarks, the Registrar/CEO LRCN, represented by the 
Deputy Director, Professional Services Department, Alh. 
Ja'afaru A. Wase described Servicom as a formal 
agreement between two or more individuals aimed at 
improving service delivery. She noted that when service 
fails, someone must have failed in carrying out his or her 
responsibilities. She therefore called on staff to be 
committed to effective and efficient service delivery. She 
urged staff to adopt the Servicom culture as a key 
instrument to actualizing the vision and mandate of the 
Council. 

The Nodal officer of the Ministerial Servicom 
Unit, Federal Ministry of Education, Mrs. C. A. Ahmed in 
her opening remarks expressed joy on being present for 
the special purpose of inaugurating the Servicom unit of 
LRCN. Historically, she stated that Servicom began on the 

th
9  of June, 2005 when the then Minister of State for 
Education, Hajiya Binta Ibrahim gave the instruction to 
ensure that all agencies under Ministry of Education get 
their Servicom unit inaugurated. She described Servicom 
as a compact, agreement and social contract which the 
government entered into on behalf of all public servants in 
Nigeria. Her brief overview also included how Servicom 
came into existence and a reflection of service delivery in 
the past. Mr. Etu Samuel in his presentation titled “Work 
Ethics'' defined Servicom as a service compact with all 
Nigerians. Giving a brief history of Servicom, he 
described work ethics as the moral principles that control 
one's behavior in the course of doing his or her work. He 
further identified the characteristics of good work ethics. 
Members of LRCN Servicom Unit include: Tijani 
Abubakar - (Service improvement officer); Farida Anka  - 
(Customer Care); Tracy Ohikuare – (Charter). Under the 
interactive session, staff asked questions and answers 
were given by Servicom officers. 

LRCN develops draft 
minimum standards for 
Academic, Public and 
Government Libraries

The Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria in 
its bid to fulfill the mandate of setting standards 

for libraries proposed to develop standards for 
academic, public and government libraries. The aim 
is to enforce and enhance quality service delivery in 
each of these libraries. 

To actualize this, the Council engaged the 
services of experts who are versatile in these 
categories of libraries. The working groups were 
divided into three based on their areas of specialty.  
The three working groups converged on Abuja from 

th th15  – 18  May, 2014 and produced draft of the 
minimum standards for academic, government and 
public libraries. The working committees have 
already submitted their reports and draft standards to 
LRCN. Stakeholders' views, comments and inputs 
have been collated and members of the Professional 
Services Department are finalizing the draft copies 
which will soon be published and made public.  

Members of LRCN Servicom UnitLIS experts at work
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st1  CONFERENCE OF CERTIFIED LIBRARIANS 

PHOTO SPLASH

rdDr. V. Okojie (3  left) with other dignitaries 
awaiting the arrival of Mrs Amissah-Arthur

Arrival of Mrs. Matilda Amissah-Arthur

Dr. V. Okojie chatting with Her Excellency 
Mrs. Amissah-Arthur

Mr. Ogundana L. making  presentation
 L-R: Dr. R. Okiy, Dr. V. Okojie & Prof. O. O. 

LawalDr. J. Daniel making a contribution at the 
Conference

L-R:Alh. Rilwanu Abdulsalami and Prof. 
Charles Omekwu

Dr. V. Okojie having tete-a-tete with Mr. 
Omotoso

L-R: Dr. V. Okojie & Her Excellency Mrs. 
Matilda Amissah-Arthur on arrival

Hon. Minister of State & Supervising 
Minister of Education Chief (Barr.) 

Nyesom Wike & Her Excellency Mrs. 
Matilda Amissah-Arthur

L-R: Prof. J. Okojie & Dr. V. Okojie

Registration of participants

L-R: Hon. Minister of State & 
Supervising Minister of Education Chief 

(Barr.) Wike, Her Excellency Mrs. 
Matilda Amissah-Arthur & Dr.  J. Daniel

Dr. V. Okojie discussing with one of the dignitaries

Cross section of participants
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1 3

Mr. Ayo Alonge, one of the resource persons

Mr. Dele Omotoso, Director PSD, LRCNDr. Mrs. Ekere speaking during the 
Conference

Alh. Rilwanu Abdulsalam, NLA National 
president speaking at the Conference

stProf. Zakari Mohammed (1  right) and 
other participants

Her Excellency, Mrs. Matilda Amissa-Arthur, 
wife of Ghana Vice President

The Registrar/CEO, LRCN speaking 
during the Conference

ndDr. V. Okojie (2  left) with some U.S 
Mission delegates

L-R: Prof. J. Okojie, Dr. V. Okojie & the Hon. 
Minister of State & Supervising Minister of 

Education, Chief (Barr.) Nyesom Wike

Dr. V. Okojie with some of the dignitaries

Exhibition Stand

Dr. Barbara Jones speaking at the 
Conference

Dr. Okojie making a presentation

Dr. Benedict Oladele speaking at the 
Conference
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A PUBLICATION OF LIBRARIANS’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL OF NIGERIA,
RD TH

3  & 4  FLOORS, VETERINARY COUNCIL OF NIGERIA BUILDING
NO. 8 ZAMBEZI CRESCENT MAITAMA, P.M.B. 5555 GARKI GPO 900001, ABUJA, NIGERIA

TEL: 08130000149, EMAIL: info@lrcn.gov.ng, lrcn.info@yahoo.com, WEBSITE: www.lrcn.gov.ng

Dr. V. Okojie on the dance floor 
with other Librarians

Cutting of Conference cake 
with LRCN Staff

The Registrar/CEO Dr. V. Okojie showing her 
dancing steps

Dr. V. Okojie poses with some female 
Librarians

Dr. V. Okojie poses with some LIS 
key personalities

Dance on

D a n c e o n

Dance! Dance!! Dance!!!

Menu time
T o a s t Toast
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